RECEPTION OF A MEMBER-IN-ASSOCIATION

NOTES

1 A member of another denomination who, for the time-being, participates in the life of a congregation of the Uniting Church in Australia may become a member-in-association. Application shall be made as required in the Regulations.

2 The reception may be recognised during a regular Sunday service of the congregation with which the new member will be associated.

3 Normally this order follows the Preaching of the Word in a service which includes the celebration of holy communion. 

Reception of a Member-in-Association

An elder brings forward the person to be received and says:
The Uniting Church in Australia

provides for a member of another Christian denomination

who, for the time-being,

participates in the life of a congregation of this Church

to become a member-in-association.

Such a member joins in the corporate life

of the Uniting Church

while retaining membership

in his or her own denomination.

I present to you NN

to be received as a member-in-association

of this congregation.

The minister asks the person:
N,

do you reaffirm your allegiance to Jesus Christ

as Saviour and Lord?

I do.

Do you accept membership-in-association in this congregation,

promising to share in the life and worship of the Church;

and accepting the way in which the Uniting Church in Australia

orders its own life,

without forsaking your own denomination?

I do.

The minister asks the congregation:
Will you welcome N

into the fellowship of this congregation;

and will you offer him/her

your friendship and support?

We will.

The following prayer may be used, or free prayer may be offered for the new member-in-association and the congregation.

Alternatively, this prayer may be included with other intercessions in Prayers of the People.

Let us pray:

O God our Father,

we praise you for calling us to faith

and for gathering us into the Church,

the body of Christ.

We thank you for this congregation of your people

and rejoice that you have added to our number

N, our brother/sister in the faith.

Together may we live in the Spirit,

building one another up in love,

sharing in the life of the Church,

and serving the world;

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The minister takes the hand of the new member and says:
N, as a sign of our welcome,

we give you the right hand of fellowship.

Representatives of the council of elders and the congregation come forward and greet the new member.

One may speak words of welcome on behalf of the congregation.


